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Americabelievesin the

flyingsaucer
THE most recentsightingof flyingsaucers,or ob'ects
mistakenfor thoseas yet undefinedarticlesof

speculation,

has threatenedthe validityof the most plausible explanation

yet offeredfor the wholeFlyingsaucer

mystery.

hurtlingpuzzlersare producedby US military
experimenters- craft with the helicopter's

hoveringability,the. rocket'sverticaltake-off

and only the flyingsaucer'ssupersonical
speed.

Despiteofficial denials,,most of the Americanpress
. and its publicbelieves this, with particular emphasis on
? the Americanoriginof the saucer. But flyingsaucers,

or at leastthings
corresponding

to what most of us
thinkflyingsaucers,wouldlook like if flieywere indeed
flying saucers,,liave now been reportedover Perth.

This opens up the
possibility

that Australiais now
eithera

partnership

in a secretAmericanprojector is
branchingout into the flying saucer businessherself.

It also opens up the
possibility

that Americanflying
saucershave a rangeundreamedof even by theirin-
ventors.Or the possibilitythat the explanationof an
Aihericanorigin is false-whichsurrendersus to Martian
fearsif not the Red bogey.And,thereis, of course,the
possibilitythat Perth's flying saucers were navigation

lightsseen throughsmog.
But, even if the latteris true,it does not discount

the wholeof the flyingsaucercase.Thereis now too
much evidenceand too many highly qualifiedobservers

have undoubtedlyseen too many things,flyingsaucersor
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Saucer-like Pancake, an experimentalplane tested extensively by US at Norfolk, Virginia.

not, for us to remainscep-
ticalof the presenceof a
mystery.

PUTitthisway.Itis
possiblethat thousandsof
flyingsaucer incidentshave
been due to

hallucination

or even deliberatefabrica-

tion,but it wouldbe more
difficult to provethat than
it wouldbe to disprovethe
contentiönthat there are
flyingsaucersor a collec-

tion ol unprecedented

thingslumpedunder that
common term.
I am not heregoingto

recountthe many sensat-
ional flyingsaucersstories
-the ones which blame
mad

inventors,
or the en-

ticingaccountsof little
Martiansboundingfrom
crashedsaucersand being
bundledoff for interro-
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gationby Edgar Hoover.

InsteadI inviteyou to
look at the latestAmeri-

can explanation,arrived
at by highlyqualifiedob-
servers,and at a few of
the facts, supportingthe

«actualityof flying saucers
inasmuchas they establish

that men have tried to

make the things.

The firstevidenceas to.
intention is filedaway in
the patentsofficeat Can-
berra.Dated1930,it is an
applicationfor patentby
Mr. CharlesEdmund John-
son, of #32 Warwick-st.,

Hobart(he is stillalive),
for an unorthodoxconstruc-

tion.

You will have noticed

that a predominantfea-
ture of flyingsaucerac-
countshas been a descrip-

tion of the objects'climb-

ing properties.They have
been seen-or imagined,
(if you preferit thátway
rising verticallyat tremen-
dous speed. "
Mr. Johnson'spatent

was takenout for an air-
craftwhichwas to get its
liftfromthe impactof air
drivenby an impelleronto
its aerofoils.

You will also have no-

ticed that many flyingsau-
cer storiesdescribe objects
which hover, almost mo-
tionless,before streaking
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away.
Mr. Johnson'saircraft

was designed expresslyfor
hovering.
Come now to 1942,when

the AmericanNavy was in-
terestedin a Chance

Vought aircraft-anactual
flying

construction,
not a

model-whichmade more
than 100 test flightsand
which, exceptingthe pro-
jectionsof its enginena-
cellesand tail-planes,was
saucer-shaped.

At the same time, rumorsof saucer projectscame
from Germanyand Italy.

The AmericanNavy interestwas in a craft which
couldrise almostvertically

from a carrier, and land at
low speed.CharlesH. Zimmermanof the National Ad-
visoryCommittee for Aeronautics in 1942 produceda
model which fitted these

qualifications-it

landed at 35
m.pJi.It also lookedlike a saucer.

The projectwas dropped,but the intentionhad been
established.

With jet
propulsion,

it must be certainthat
the Americans continued with their experiments and it
is

plausible-althougn

not certain-that the flyingsau-
cers seen todayare the outcome.

In all scrutiniesof saucer accountsgivenby ground
witnessesit must be remembered that judgment of al-
titudeis extremelydifficulteven, for practicedpilots.

For instance,althoughan expertmay be able to judge
the heightof a

Skymaster
or some planewhoseoutline

and size is knownto him, the judgment reliesheavily,

on thosefactorsof outlineand size.If a Skymaster

.BY JOHN DIGBY
werebuiltto halfvye,it wouldoftenbe thoughtto be
flyingtwiceas big?»is it

actuallywas.
Judgmentof heightis also subjectto factorsof visi-

bility,which Jncludeglareas well as cloud.Because
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cloudscomein no
specific outlineand sise,a layman-

judgingthe heightof a cloudsheetis apt to makehuge
errors.

This pointis importantbecausethereis much dispute

*s to the size of flying saucers. With TÍO skilledability

in judgingair height,and with no specific information

as to the realsizeof the objecthe is seeing,the lav
man may well describea largeobject flyingat 40,000

feetas beinga small saucer flyingat 4000 feet.
And if the flyingsaucersare, as the

overwhelming

weightof qualifiedopinionholds,the resultof official

American experimentsconductedunder great secrecy, it
is

extremely likelythatthe objectsdescribedare in most
casesflying,at high

altitudes.

Consideringthis, skilled Americanobservershave
collecteda seriesof reportsmade by qualified flyingmen,
mostlyairlinepilots,who have seen saucers, not above
them, but alongside, the inferences being that the sau-
cer is on its way up to the refugeof high

altitude,

on
it« wav bank tn base, or out of control.

AN. AMERICANCOMMENTATOR naid last week that Flying Saucerswere real and
that people Aoere seeing secret VS military aircraft developed from

experimental

jobs like this disc-likeFlounder.
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' . Diagramof
rocket-propelled

aero-
plane resembling"a flyingsaucer,
patented by a New Zealandengineer

nine years ago.

A
TYPICALreportcon

ceras 2 experiencedpilots
of Chicagoand Southern

Air Lines who reported,a
saucer while travellingover
Arkansas.Airlinerand sau-
cer were at the same alti-

tude,but the saucerwas
1000 feet away laterally,as
nearlyas the pilotscould
Judge.

An even more valuable re-

port came from 2 Eastern

Air Lines pilotswlw almost
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collidedwith a saucer,and
thus were not only free
from altitudeerror,but did
not have to judge distance

on a . lateralplane.

A highly documentedre
.portcame from dozensof
officersat Port Knox, who
saw a saucer,and from 3
pilots in particular,who
chasedit but were hope-
lessly outmanoeuvred.

From such reports,the ex-
perts made surprisinglyex-
act

calculations

(by this I
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do not mean that the cal-
culationsgave a necessar-

ily correctanswer,but that
the answerwas givenin
exact terms).

They gave this blueprint

of the saucer:

. It is exactly105 feetin
diameterand circularin
shape.It has jet nozzles

arrangedaroundthe outer
rim,justbelowthe centreof
gravity.The expertseven
commit themselvesto say?
*ing that the saucersare
made of metalalloy,of a
dull whitishcolor.
. Thereare no rudders,

aileronsor protrudingsur-
faces.Theyare builtin 3
layers,the centrelayer
beingslightlylargerin di-
ameterthan the other2.
. The expertswouldnot
committhemselvesas to j
the thickness of the sau-
cers. They calculate,how-
ever, that this would be
about10 feet.

A top-levelUS Govern-
ment aeronauticalengin-
eer is convinced that jet
propulsionboth impelsand
steersthe saucer.He points

to the consistencywith
which skilled observersde-
scribea periphery of jet
nozzles,and is sure that
the direction of these nozz-
les is

controlled

by a com-
plicatedcentralsystem.

He has been unableto
decideon the natureof the
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fuel used-reportsmention
red-orangeexhaust flames
in some cases,blue in ;
others (which could be
coastingto cut consump-
tion).

Such a craftwouldbe flown,both as to speedand
direction,by controllingthe angle at which jet nozzles

were tilted,and by varyingthe numberof nozzlesin
operation.

A
fl LL this suggeststhat the saucersare pilotedby
humans, rather'thanbeing fired off or operatedby re-
mote control.

It suggests, too, that if the theoryis correct that
the saucersare

experimental
craft made in secrecyby

one or all of the Americanarmed services,the nature
of the craft,togetherwith the freqencyof theirsighting,

arguesthe
involvement

of a largenumberof men in
buildingand pilotage.'

Couldsuch a projectbe kept secret?

There are two considerationswhich discountscepti-
cism.First,the atomicbomb projectwas kept a secret
-possiblynot an entiresecretto spies,but certainlya
secretin publicterms.Second,if the projectis indeed
goingon, it has NOT been kept entirelysecret,because

saucershave been seen and inferenceshave been drawn.
Moreover, there are only 2 wads of US Government

funds not accountedfor publiclytoday. One concerns

atomic energy.
Thc other is Air Force and Naval

expenditure
on

"secret guided-missile research,"a term under which
many a strangeprojectmay be

sheltering-and
perhaps

the flyingsaucer.


